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Name of project Legal Enterprise Advice Clinic 
 

Delivered by BPP  

Type of work / 
opportunity 

Commercial, business, dispute resolution, intellectual property legal 
advice to small businesses (including individuals, partnerships, limited 
companies and charities). The role includes supporting and mentoring 
student volunteers 
 

Topic area - Commercial / Contract – Business Formation, Business 
Disputes and Ending Business Contracts 

- Corporate and Company Law 
- Consumer Rights 
- Intellectual Property 
- Litigation 

 

What is it? A pro bono legal advice clinic providing one-off fact-finding call and 
thereafter a written advice for small businesses and start-ups on 
commercial and business law issues. 
 

Where is it? Virtual Teams Call  
 

Duration Pre appointment – 20 mins (review of questions) 
 
1hr 30 mins on the day (Pre appt meeting 10- 15 mins, client appt max 
60 mins, post appt meeting 10- 15 mins) 
 
Review and amend draft advice letter – up to 45 mins 
 

Frequency Flexible and determined by volunteer lawyer availability. E.g. 
➢ One firm does 4 sessions a week via a rota 
➢ One firm does 1 session a week 
➢ Some individuals receive details weekly and decide if and when 

they can do a session. 
 

Who is the opportunity 
open to? 

Any English qualified lawyer including where SRA certificate has not 
been renewed. Usually, 2 years PQE 
 
We will accept trainees and under 2 years PQE to sit in on the 
interview, but would ask that they have their own supervisors who can 
sign off the advice letter.  
 

What expertise does 
the lawyer need to 
have? 

As above – commercial, corporate, dispute resolution, IP, contracts, 
commercial landlord and tenancy disputes. We get a wide range of 
cases so any help and support is appreciated.  
 

What do the pro bono 
volunteers do? 

Provide specialist legal advice in areas and support the students in 
interviewing techniques, questioning, research, drafting written advice 
as examples 
 

Insurance position BPP provides full insurance and indemnity for all volunteer lawyers. 
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Other support from 
organisation/charity 

The Enterprise Clinic is fully supervised by a qualified solicitor and a 
trainee in support and manages the regulatory compliance through its 
in-house legal team. All administration, client triage, and 
documentation are managed internally. 
 

Fee/cost None 
 

Contact Please contact NPBC In House Pro Bono lead 
mary@dobsonsmith.consulting for a direct introduction 
 

Background to 
project/scheme 

The BPP Enterprise Clinic has a dual role namely to address the lack of 
commercial law pro bono clinics and respond to the 
rise in small business start-ups and the disputes which flow from these, 
and also to provide students with the opportunity to experience real 
cases in real life situations and to allow them to provide real advice 
supported by qualified lawyers. This allows them to learn and gain key 
essential skills prior to entering practice. It is an important offering as 
part of the BPP Legal Courses. 
 
The clinic was designed to fill a gap in access to justice for 
entrepreneurs and small businesses unable to afford legal advice.  
 
The Clinic is run by a qualified solicitor and a trainee, and supported by 
a panel of volunteer lawyers from law firms, businesses, and in-house 
legal teams.  
 
Client satisfaction is exceptionally high and we currently have around 
100 students seeking opportunities with the clinic.  
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