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Name of project TrustLaw 
 

Delivered by Thomson Reuters Foundation 
 

Type of work / 
opportunity 

TrustLaw is a completely free service open to law firms and corporate 
legal teams globally. Once a member, legal teams can access pro bono 
opportunities from vetted civil society organisations, social enterprises, 
and independent media outlets through our easy-to-use online 
platform and can volunteer to work on projects that align with your 
interests and skills. 
 
We offer both advisory and research pro bono projects. 
Lawyers can advise international and local NGOs and social enterprises 
on their day-to-day legal needs including: establishing new legal 
entities, drafting employment contracts, giving intellectual property 
advice, and drafting corporate and commercial agreements. 
 
You can also work on larger research programmes that focus on social 
or policy issues. Lawyers can carry out in-depth analysis of laws or draft 
guides to the laws on social issues such as social innovation, human 
trafficking, domestic violence, or reproductive health, in multiple 
jurisdictions. The research is then used by organisations to advocate 
for changes to legislation or to run ground-breaking campaigns. 

 

Topic area TrustLaw offers a wide range of pro bono opportunities in a very broad 
spectrum of thematic areas e.g. human rights, climate change, 
inclusive finance, independent media. 
 
You will not see projects involving the following: 
• Individual immigration cases (e.g. visa applications). We do, however, 
support projects that involve immigration legal research or the 
development of guides on broader topics such as refugee rights or 
restrictions on travel. 
• Work for individuals. 
• Advocacy on behalf of organisations or individuals. 
• Requests for pro bono assistance on behalf of a third party, unless 
otherwise agreed with our team. The organisation requesting the 
assistance should be a client that has been vetted by TrustLaw. 
• Administrative/tax queries that are not related to a legal 
issue/question. 
• Business decisions  
• Translation of documents. 
 

What is it? TrustLaw, works with leading law firms and corporate legal teams to 
facilitate free legal support, research and resources for civil society 
organisations, social enterprises and non-profit independent media 
around the globe. 
 
As the largest pro bono legal network in the world, TrustLaw draws on 
the expertise of more than 120,000 lawyers in 190 countries. We 
leverage the power of the law to protect, support and empower 
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organisations at the frontlines of social or environmental change, and 
to strengthen and defend independent media. 
 

Where is it? Virtual, via an online portal.  
 

Duration Depends on the chosen opportunity. 
 

Frequency Ad hoc, depending on when opportunities are chosen. 
 

Who is the opportunity 
open to? 
 

Any qualified lawyer in a legal team who signs up.  
 

What expertise does 
the lawyer need to 
have? 
 

Any, but given our remit and the opportunities we facilitate, there are 
far fewer opportunities for lawyers specialising in certain areas, such as 
family, criminal or immigration. 
 

What do the pro bono 
volunteers do? 

Provide legal advice, research or training services to non-profits and 
social enterprises. This can cover a broad range of opportunities, as we 
are led by the needs of the NGOs. For example, projects could involve 
updating the constitutional documents of a social enterprise, research 
for a multinational climate change NGO, or pre-dispute advice for an 
anti-modern slavery grassroots organisation.  
 

Insurance position TrustLaw does not offer professional indemnity insurance 
independently, but we make a concerted effort to partner in-house 
lawyers with law firms. Many firms are happy to extend their insurance 
coverage to in-house legal teams on a project-by–project basis, or on a 
long-term basis as part of ongoing pro bono partnerships.  
 

Other support from 
organisation/charity 

Project triaging and scoping, project management for large projects 
which require it, extensive resources and materials for relevant 
information and practical assistance.  
 

Fee/cost None 
 

Contact Please contact NPBC In House Pro Bono lead 
mary@dobsonsmith.consulting for a direct introduction 
Member application form 
  

Background to 
project/scheme 

TrustLaw, the world’s largest pro bono network, connects over 7,400 
members across civil society organisations, social enterprises, and 
lawyers in 190 countries. We also collaborate with policy makers, 
academia, businesses, journalists and media houses to enable access to 
law, strengthen the resilience of independent media, and promote 
responsible business practices. 
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https://trfoundation.my.site.com/trustlaw/s/login/SelfRegister

